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Island Farming: Eating good in our neighborhood
BY KAREN CARR KEEFESenior Contributing Writer

Forget, for a moment, that we’re in the dead of winter, maybe even suffering a touch of the seasonal blues.Here’s a story about farm-ing on Grand Island to warm your hearts and stomachs and send the winter doldrums packing.
The bottom line: Farming is alive and well and living quite nicely on Grand Island. And even in winter, during the slower times, there is fresh food to be had from the Island farms.

Agriculture has – shall we say – deep roots on Grand Island, going back even a few years before the municipal-ity’s incorporation as a town in 1852 and continuing well over 100 years. 
Today’s Grand Island prac-titioners are a cohesive and hardy group, and one of the leaders is Thompson Farms, 2487 Long Road. There, Tom and Wendy Thompson have run a farm and store since 1998 that has become a gath-ering place not only for shop-pers, but also for the contrib-uting Island farmers who also bring their products there for sale. There’s no charge to the farmers, the makers or the producers who bring things to sell. 

A Community Meeting Place for Farmers & CustomersThe sharing of shelf space for farm products from other local farmers is a win-win, Tom Thompson said. “There’s a lot of people who come here. But the issue we have is we can’t conceivably supply everybody that wants to buy stuff here. And the con-nections I have are all local because I’m the Erie County president of the Farm Bu-reau. There’s over 450 farm-ers in the Erie County Farm Bureau,” he said.
About his own farm, he ex-plained, “We grow garlic, pota-toes. We have eggs, we’ve had turkeys, chickens.” At times, they have as many as 500 chickens. For the summer, they will also have abundant 

vegetables – tomatoes, lettuce, garlic, peppers and beans from their greenhouse. And they make their own jams and jellies and supply homemade pies for the holidays.“People thank us because they don’t have to leave Grand Island to go pick up their stuff,” Thompson said. “We’re the crux of the situ-ation,” Thompson said about other local farmers bringing their goods to Thompson Farms to sell. Their Face-book page updates visitors with events and special occa-sions they offer. It is found at https://www.facebook.com/ThompsonFarmsGI/. Back in 2015-17, local farm-ers used to hold “Market Mondays,” where as many as 20 farmers would sell their goods at Thompson Farms. Now, Saturday mornings are the busiest days at their ven-ue. They open early on Satur-days during Christmastime and set up a free pot of coffee, Thompson said. “We’ll have baked goods here that are made here or they’re made by 

an Amish lady that we know down in the Southern Tier.”The farm store is open ev-ery day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., but Thompson said most of the customers arrive between noon and 6 p.m.
Farming is defi nitely a fami-ly business to the Thompsons. Son Colin lives next door, has three kids and works full-time for the town, but he also helps out with the farm. Son Justin has 5 acres on Stony Point. “He has horses and he helps out repairing stuff. He’s 

a good mechanic,” Thompson said.
The Thompsons also have a small tree farm in Belfast in the Southern Tier that they visit every week. They start-ed it in 1982 when they got married, planting 1,000 pine trees each year. 

“We’ve still got some pine trees down there, growing,” Thompson said.
He itemized some of the regular contributors to the wide variety of items for sale, especially during the height 

of the season and for the holi-days:

from the Southern Tier;

handcrafted birdhouses;

Nassar, beekeepers with 18 hives who supply the store with their honey;

brings in garlic and “Easter egger” chickens;

Advisory Board member Chris Buyer offers garlic, eggplant, tomatoes and green pepper from his farm;

born supplies milk;

Farms in Marilla brings beef and duck eggs; and

creations for sale throughout the year and especially during holiday markets.Thompsons Praised for Work on Rules, Right to Farm“Tom and Wendy Thomp-son are both assets to both our Grand Island community and the larger farming com-munity,” said Sheila Olmstead 
Agricultural Advisory Board. “In addition to working tire-lessly with myself and others since 2016 for improved agri-cultural regulations and right to farm on Grand Island, he works just as hard for Erie County Farm Bureau as their president.
“Without Tom pushing for-ward in 2016, there would be no improvement in agriculture laws on Grand Island. He and Wendy work a lot of hours and spend their time and money providing a farm store, so ev-eryone on Grand Island can fi nd local grown and local made products. This allows farmers and producers to do what they do best while ensuring their product goes to market. The benefi ts to the community are fresh, local grown products.”Advocating for agriculture comes naturally to Thomp-son, and he said he and oth-ers coaxed the town to estab-lish the advisory board. 

Tom Thompson of Thompson Farms, 2487 Long Road, dis-plays jams and honey avail-able at the farm store. (Photo by 
hundreds of chickens raised on Thompson Farms on Long Road. 
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And don’t forget about the 
combination of vanilla ice 
cream (dyed blue), cookie 
dough pieces and crushed 
Oreo cookies – more com-
monly known as “Cookie 
Monster.” It is “still one of the 
most requested – that’s why 
(it) runs every other week,” 
Buchner noted.

This year, “a lot of the focus 
… is going to be on improv-
ing, looking see if there’s any-
thing we can improve on that 
we’ve done over the years,” 
Buchner said.

Hibbard’s also offers Per-
ry’s Ice Cream fl avors – 19 
on opening day – as well as 
fl oats and coolers (made 
with a choice of Pepsi, 7-Up, 
root beer, “Boston Cooler” or 
creamsicle).

But the big draw is cus-
tard – which can be enjoyed 
in a cone (waffl e, sugar or 
“Jak’d”), a dish, in a sundae (in-
cluding hot fudge, butterscotch 
and turtle), as a milkshake (try 
the peanut butter or loganberry), 
or a “Hibbard Hurricane” mashup.

For those not familiar, “Custard 
generally has a higher butterfat 
content and it has much less air in 
it,” Buchner said. “Your average 
ice cream will hold 50% to 100% 
air by volume. Custard is about 
17%. So, it’s a much denser, richer 
taste and mouth feel.”

Hibbard’s Original Frozen 
Custard opening hours of opera-
tion are 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 

9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, at 105 
Portage Road.

“Come often,” Buchner said. 
“You know, it’s like I said: It’s go-
ing to be a fun year. It’s 85 years. 
We’re super excited for that. 
We’re really proud of that. The 
family has worked very hard to 
keep the product and the quality 
consistent all through the years, 
and it’s something that we’ll con-
tinue to focus on.”

Mayor Anne Welch said, “Con-
gratulations to Hibbard’s Custard 
stand on their 85th anniversary! 
Lewiston’s oldest business. It’s 
always great to see them open – 
signs of summer!”

Hibbard’s a Lewiston landmark Helium balloon ride coming 
to Niagara Falls this June

BY ELIJAH ROBINSON 
Contributing Writer

This summer, locals and tour-
ists alike will get a grand view of 
Niagara Falls, basking in the maj-
esty of the sky as LIVE! Incorpo-
rated is getting ready to launch 
Niagara Falls’ newest attraction: 
LIVE! On Air Fallsview Balloon 
Ride on the world’s largest teth-
ered helium balloon. 

The attraction is set to open 
in mid-June and will offer a dif-
ferent view of the breathtaking 
Niagara Falls from above. The 
balloon ride will leave from 454 
Main St., which is the former 
Rainbow Air and Hummingbird 
Helicopters landing pad. The 
fi rst fl ight will take place in June 
and the attraction will be open 
for group bookings this summer. 

Day trips will offer passengers 
views of the falls, with evening 
trips presenting views of the 
fi reworks and falls illumination. 
According to the press release, 
LIVE! Incorporated will also of-
fer private events and group 
bookings.

“We are excited to bring a ma-
jor attraction to Niagara Falls, 
and see it as a huge opportunity,” 
said Jake Ventresca, assistant 
director of events and entertain-
ment.

This trip will take riders more 
than 500 feet into the sky with 
panoramic views over the iconic 
Niagara Falls, and will host 180 
riders of all ages per hour. The 
rides will be about 15 minutes 
in length, offering spectacular 
views of the falls.

According to a press release, 
each fl ight promises an awe-

inspiring perspective that will 
leave you captivated and in won-
der of the natural beauty below.

LIVE! On Air Balloon will have 

a rock ’n’ roll theme to enhance 
the experience, featuring fun mu-
sic and lighting from takeoff to 
touch down. Ventresca said the 
balloon “will have music playing 
during the ride to help enhance 
our riders’ experience.”

Ventresca said safety is 100% 
LIVE! Incorporated’s main prior-
ity. He noted there are multiple 
safety features with the balloon, 
and the pilots will go through a 
full training course for the bal-
loon.

He noted LIVE! Incorporated 
has had events in Muskoka and 
in Niagara Falls, and plans are in 
the works to open hotels in the 
near future.

For more information about 
the upcoming attraction, visit the 
LIVE! Incorporated website at 
https://live-incorporated.com/ 
and click the attractions page.

LIVE! On Air Fallsview Balloon Ride (Image courtesy of LIVE! Incorporated)

Continued from Page 1

Hibbard’s Original Frozen Custard team 
members Aaron Hannam and Gabby 
Blose pose inside a custard frame de-
signed by Lewiston artist Maureen Kellick.
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